
 
 

OUDS Meeting: 1st Week MT20 
Friday 16th October 2020, via Zoom 

 
Present: Henry Calcutt, Alison Hall, Ana Pagu, Darcy Dixon, Emma Hawkins, Emma Smith, 
Georgina Dettmer, Alasdair Linn, John Watts, Katie Friedli-Walton, Lola Beal, Nancy Case, Ros 
Ballastar 
 
Apologies: Mina Moniri, Ariadne Si Suo, John Livesey 
 
Agenda 
 

1. Welcome Emma! 

AL took the opportunity to welcome our new Senior Member, Emma Smith. The committee 
introduced themselves to her, as well.  

 

2. Accounts & Funding Update 

AP updated us on the accounts - £26,383 in the account, basically the full capacity of OUDS. 
We are starting to do funding now; two types. We have yet to make any decisions on these yet - 
three productions have applied for the grant. OUDS funding deadline is the end of today; voting 
on funding will likely take place at the next OGM.  

 

3. connect 4 

AH and LB spoke to the possibility of a kind of sequel to the Lockdown Shakeup; this time 
people will be put in groups of four, responding to the word ‘connect’. This is by no means a 
replacement of Cuppers, it isn’t just for freshers, and will be the main event for OUDS this MT.  

AL spoke about the timeline: we will announce the festival at the end of this week, with a callout 
for writers in the OUDS Facebook group and OUDS Writers’ Room group. Then, at the end of 
Week 3, we will go to actors and directors to attach a cast and crew to these scripts. Then, at 
the end of Week 6, there will be a submission deadline; at the end of Week 7, we will release 
the productions. AL asked if GD had any advice - she runs State of the Arts, a communitarian 
writing space.  



GD said the best way to go about it is just to infiltrate as many arts spaces as possible - 
highlighting that this could be the best thing they’ve ever written. GD asked if we are going to 
pick every single play.  

HC spoke to the possibility of putting out a Google Form registering interest for actors and 
directors to gage demand, and then to make the decision from there. 

NC asked if OUFF had been spoken to. AL said that we had not, this is rather a rebranded 
version of the Lockdown Shakeup, seems to go against the relaxed atmosphere of it. NC said 
that Bruno (OUFF President) is keen to bring OUFF into OUDS more. AL explored the idea of 
doing a collaboration with OUFF about filming on laptops.  

GD asked if people can submit things they’ve written before, or does it all have to be entirely 
new. AL said that this has not been considered yet; seems like it should be for this, hence the 
stimulus. LB said nothing that has been performed through OUDS before should be submitted, 
however if something has been workshopped before elsewhere that should be fine.  

AL asked whether people should have to audition, the general consensus seemed that it really 
depends on demand and interest. The committee also spoke to the question of who this festival 
is for - lots of freshers disappointed that they have no opportunity to do drama this term.  

AP said that if we did decide to audition, we could tell freshers that we are prioritising them. 

AL that if you advertise it early, and keep advertising it, you see more people signing up and 
wanting to get involved.  

 

4. Producing Workshops 

AP spoke to her concern that producing right now is really very difficult because of Covid, there 
is very little that can be produced. As a resolution we could run a series of workshops on 
various aspects of producing. Also, the idea of doing a buddy system where people are paired 
up if they want advice and mentoring.  

AL thought that directors should go as well; they end up taking on quite a lot of the producer role 
anyway.  

 

5. Facebook Group 

AP asked who gets accepted to the Facebook Group. AL said that, if you see someone that you 
know, and you go on their Facebook page and you can see that you have mutual friends with 
them etc, then that should be okay.  

NC said we could have a little set of questions to be filled in when you apply to join the group 
(name, college, year etc). It isn’t fair to go off the basis of mutual friends.  



ES suggested that we just block them if and when there is a problem, rather than tying 
ourselves in knots trying to prevent it.  

Potentiality of having a notice at the top encouraging people to flag things if they are 
inappropriate.  

 

6. Drama after Oxford, Drama School Workshop, & the Very Special Guest Q&A 

AL introduced Drama after Oxford - alumni talking about what they’ve done since they left. 
Drama School Workshop is more for people applying to - or thinking about applying to - drama 
school, could happen this term or next, could be put on hold for a bit longer. Finally, there is an 
event in 8th Week - ‘Event with a Very Special Guest’ - we have approached Michael Palin, but 
unfortunately he is busy. In the meantime, we have been thinking about Adjoa Andoh.  

 

7. Freshers Fair & other MT Events 

KFW thanked the committee for their help during the Freshers Fair. She spoke to the release of 
Webinar from the Freshers Fair about getting started in drama. For the Old Fire Station ‘Talking 
Heads’ event, she asked AP if we could get some money for OUDS Committee members to 
accompany and attend as well, to have a strong OUDS presence. KFW said they are £12 
subsidised.  

In Week 3 and Week 5, we also have Netflix party events - would be great to have some OUDS 
Committee members on there, she will send out a Doodle poll.  

 

8. The BT 

AP asked if anyone knew what was going on with the BT. In John’s absence, AH said that it 
would be available for use from 2nd Week, but this is not clear.  

 

9. Thank you Ros! 

The Committee thanked RB for her work over the past five years as a Senior Member and she 
thanked everyone on committee, too.  


