
WHERE DO I GO NEXT?: Careers in Theatre

We sat down with Damilola Odimayo from the University Careers Service to find out more about theatre post-uni
and the importance of research, flexibility, and accessing the wide range of resources available. Read our document
below, collated after this discussion, to start off your own exploration into where to go next. Remember to keep an
eye out on all the opportunities that the University offers to support your future.

A huge thank you to Damilola for her support and creation of this document.

The University has a wealth of resources and information so- USE IT!

Check out:

● The Careers Service Website – for an overview of 40+ sectors
www.careers.ox.ac.uk/sectors-and-occupations and much more...

● TORCH: https://www.torch.ox.ac.uk/theatre-and-performance#/

● Always keep an eye on College Arts Weeks. They usually host many events with alumni which can be
illuminating.

With the Uni Careers Service you can book a 1-1 meeting with an advisor (find advisors in the Creative Industries
below). Before you do this and to make the best use of your appointment, do as much research as you can

beforehand “research, research, research”. https://www.careers.ox.ac.uk/see-careers-adviser

Careers Advisors in Creative Industries:

● Damilola Odimayo (Theatre)

● Annie Dutton

● Lara Hayward

● Julia Sadler

● Karen Walker

http://www.careers.ox.ac.uk
http://www.careers.ox.ac.uk/sectors-and-occupations
http://www.careers.ox.ac.uk/sectors-and-occupations
https://www.torch.ox.ac.uk/theatre-and-performance#/
https://www.careers.ox.ac.uk/see-careers-adviser


· N.B. Michaelmas term is the busiest time of the year for the Career Service, so if there aren’t available
appointments with a particular careers adviser, you can book with any other member of the team as
they can still give advice and/or direct you to relevant resources.

“Research, research, research”

There is so much information online, especially due to the pandemic. You need to be attending drama school open
days, listening to podcasts, visiting websites and working out which pathway may be best for you.

Check out these resources as a starting point:

● Careers Service Website Briefing -  Acting: https://www.careers.ox.ac.uk/acting#collapse1531091

● Federation of Drama Schools:
  https://www.federationofdramaschools.co.uk/studying-at-an-fds-school/choosing-your-drama-school

● Theatre blogs such as: http://blog.sadlerswells.com/

● The Stage: https://www.thestage.co.uk/ (the web only version is discounted).

Funding

The most important thing to know is that, most people fund their further studies themselves (loans, savings etc) as
additional funding can be difficult to find. You will have to do detailed research yourself on the funding available and
check what scholarships or hardship funds different drama schools offer (some can be generous, contributing to the
cost of fees and living expenses) and consider how you may need to approach further study (if this is the pathway
you wish to take- please note, full-time drama school is not the only way).

Some people decide to take time out after Uni to work and save money to attend, you may want to attend a
part-time course eg: (https://www.identityschoolofacting.com/) or you may realise drama school isn’t the way you
want to go about entering the profession. Do your research and then please do get in touch with the Careers
Advisors above!

Tips and Tricks (Tricks being RESEARCH)

● Do you want training in just theatre? Or TV and film? What does your course offer? Where do students go
on to work? How many of their graduates are working?

● Do not be afraid to branch out into other sectors to support your love of acting. Being a multi hyphenate
creative is not a sign of diluting your love for acting, directing, writing etc. Being able to move between jobs
is a wonderful way to keep yourself busy and paid. Do not be ashamed of finding as many opportunities as
you can.

● You do not need to move straight into drama school training. This cannot be emphasised enough: There
are so many pathways into this industry. You can find which works for you. Look at a group of your
favourite creatives and see how they made their way into the industry.

● You need to be reading and researching. Remember your application to Oxford and all the extra information
you had to find for yourself because you loved your subject… This applies here!
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